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FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. | his hearers, in the language of the apostle Paul, that 
yr. Editor—Of late, I have had an opportunity it was “a faithful saying, and worthy of all accep- 
F hearing a professed Calvinistic Baptist Preacher | tation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to 
» this place, from New-York. His discourse ap- | save sinners, of whom J am CHIEF!!!" What 
vared to me something like good bread and bad has not tradition done ? The Lord Jesus Christ has 
; ter. He had a zeal for God, but not according | told us, Matt. xv. 6. that it hath “ made the com- 
knowledge. I suppose his principles are some-| mandment of God of none effect.” As the preach- 
thing like what is contained in the Westminster | er mentioned cutting the lines or cords of Univer- 
Catechism, that “ God from all eternity hath, out) salism, without telling what they were, I presume 
f his mere good pleasure, elected some to ever-| he meant the passages of Scripture which Univer- 
sting life.” It appears to me that his doctrine is) salists have for the support of their doctrine. 
somewhat like the Stoics (according to the inform-}| Not knowing but these lines may meet the eyes 
ation | have of them) that encountered Paul, Acts} of this preacher, I do not purpose to conduct like 
vii. 18. But those, in general, that profess to be/an Indian, and getting behind a tree or a bush, to 
Calvinists, profess to believe the atonement,| shoot at him, by concealing my name. I would 
made by our Lord Jesus Christ, was but for a part | recommend to him, and the reader, a candid atten- 
‘the fallen race of Adam; although they are/|tion to, and consideration of, the following passa- 
areful for his elect—his churck—his sheep, &c. | ges of Scripture. Gen. iii 15; xii. 3. Ps. exlv. 9. Isa. 
Tue preacher appeared to be vehement against | xlv. 23 ; lili. 6. lwii. 16. Luke ii. 10; iii. 5,6. John 
, general atonement, and Universalism. He con-| iii 17; vi. 51; xii. 47; xvii.4. Rom. v. 18; xi. 32. 





idered a general atonement led to Universalism ; 
snd said, he could cut, or bring Scripture to cut, 
‘he strings or cords, as fast, or faster, I think, than 
half a dozen sailors could splice them ; but did 
not tell what they were before he undertook to 
cul them. 

He quoted these words—“ He that believeth not 
shall be damned.” J conjectured the man thought 
he was detecting, or preaching against, error ; and 
| consider that myself, or amy other man, has as 
good right to write or preach against error as he 
had. I do not know but some preachers think, 
when they are in the pulpit venting their philippics 
and none to oppose them, that they are invulner- 
able. This Preacher appeared to Le vehement 
against Universalists, or Universalism. His lan- 
guage Was nearly thus Search, rummage, or 
ansack hell, and the devil, or devils, would not 
lieve it.” If Mr. Van V. has the devil or devils 
on his side for witnesses, the friends of truth have 
nothing to fear from such testimony ; for the devil 
is a liar. 

Perhaps some may think it is my dislike to the 
preacher, that causes me to write. This is not the 
case. I love and respect him as my brother-man, 
and an heir tothe same inheritance with all the 
family of Christ. It is Godlike to hate sin, and love 

sinners. I think I have discernment to see the dif- 
ference, so that I can love my brethren, and yet 
‘ear testimony against their errors. The preacher 
acknowledged in public, that he had committed all 
crimes, except theft and murder! If he has expe. 
nenced the rich mereywof God, in giving him the 
knowledge of salvation by the remission of sins, I 
‘nink it would bave been well for him to have told 


1 Cor. xv. 28. Ephes. i. 10, 11. Col. i. 16—20. 1 Tim. 
ii. 4, 5, 6. Heb. ii. 8—14. 1 Peter iv. 6. Rev. v. 13. 
These are some of the numerous passages of Scrip- 
ture, which I consider hold forth, or prove the sal- 
vation of all men. I suppose this preacher believes, 
that all “the ransomed of the Lord shall return, 
and come to Zion.” Who are the ransomed of the 
Lord? Let the apostle Paul answer—“ Who gave 
himself a ransom for ALL! to be testified in due 
itime.” 1 Tim.ii.6 And Jesus Christ hath said, «1 
came, not to judge the world, but to save the world.’ 
Jolin xii. 47. We are assured that he accomplished 
what he came to perform. John xvii. 4. “I have 
finished the work which thou gavest me to do.” 
The apostle Paul bas informed us, that “God 
|worketh all things after the counsel of His own 
| will.” Ephes. i. 11. That “ It is the will of God that 
}all men should be saved, and come to the knowl- 
edge of the truth,” 1 Tim. ii. 4. 

I have now, in a good degree, satisfied my mind 
for the present. Should the reader, by the blessing 
of God, be benefited, which is the sincere desire 
of the writer, let him give all the glory to God. 

F. SMITH. 





Stamford, Conn. 
—= 
To rue Epiror or tar Gospet HERarp. 
Sir—Mr. Wm. Thatcher says, in his account of 
the late Revival of Religion in New-Haven, “0 
Zion, when shall thy watchmen see eye to eye, 
and Bible Calvinists, and Bible Arminians, form 
one orthodox brotherhood ?” 
ANSWER. 
When Bible Calvinists believe that the “ Seed 
of the woman shall bruise the serpeat’s bead” — 
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when they believe, that “in (Abraham, or) Jesus 
Christ, all the families of the earth shall be bless- 
ed,” and that “all we like sheep have gone astray,” 
and that on Jesus Christ “ was laid the iniquities of 
us all”—that “ the tender mercies of God are over 
all his works"—that the angel of God told the 
truth, when he said, “ Bebold, I bring you good 
tidiags of great joy, which shall be to all people” 
—that Jesus Christ “ came, not to judge the world, 
but to save the world,” and that he glorified his 
Father on earth, “and finished the work he gave 
bim to do”—that “all things were created by bim 
and for him”—that “he is the propitiation for the 
sins of the whole world,” as Paul said, “ We thus 
judge ; If one died for ail, then were all dead" — 
that “Jesus Christ gave himself a ransom for all, 
to be testified in due time !” 

When Bible Arminians believe, that “ the Seed 
of the woman shall bruise the serpent’s head”— 
that God's work is perfect—that “ all we like sheep 
have gone astray, and that on Jesus Christ was 
laid the iniquities of us all”’—that the angel told 
the truth, when he said, “ Behold, I bring good ti- 
dings of great joy, which shail be to all people” — 
that Jesus Christ “came, not to judge the world, 
but to save the world’—that “ God was in Christ 
reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing 
their trespasses unto them”—that “ He commend- 
ed his love to us, in that while we were yet sin- 
ners, Christ died for us”—that he will never change 
to love us less—that blessed is the man to whom 
“God imputeth righteousness wilhout works’ 
that “the ransomed of the Lord shall return, and 
come to Zion with songs”—that “Jesus Christ 
gave himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due 
time” —that the true servants of God “ both labour 
and suffer reproach, because they trust in the living 
God, who is the Saviour of all men, specially of 
those who believe !” 

When “ Bible Calvinists, and Bible Arminians,” 
ean see these things alike, they will form one or- 
tbodox brotherhood ! F.5S. 

Stamford, Conn. 

aS 

To tux Eprror or tHe Gospet Heracp. 

Sin,—A few evenings since borrowed from a 
friend, the Christian Herald and Sailor's Magazine. 
I was much struck with an account of the remark- 
able conversion of Mr. A. who, the writer states, 
possessed more than ordinary taste for mental im- 
provement. He unhappily fell in with the proposi- 
tions of a French writer, adopted the principles of 
infidelity ; and, by gradations, fell into the flattering 
hypothesis of the Universalists ; in which faith he 
became settled, and, in defence of their doctrines, 
evinced a power of discrimination, which did hon- 
our to his understanding. Notwithstanding his 
sad declension from modern orthodoxy, he retain- 
ed his mora! and amiable habits, and in the hour 
of trial, when he apprehended his life was draw- 
ing to a close, he remained unmoved, and fixed 
in bis opinion, that he had nothing to fear from 
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God, his Father, and no shud Ot dea 
clouded his understanding. Was in ~ 
calm and resigned state, when he might adopt the 
language, “Come, see in what peace a Chris 
tian can die,” his orthodox mother, and praying 
sister, are enduring indescribable agonies, be 
cause they beheld not the usual symptoms of 
horror and uncertainty depicted upon his counts. 
nance. They heard no imprecations upon his ow, 
head for having incurred the vengeance of an im. 
placable God—they heard a0 vindication of gy. 
mighty justice in consigning bim to eternal flames, 
which they had been taught to believe, were ty. 
only legitimate grounds of hope. In this peace. 
able and quiet state the pious narrator left Mr. 4 
expecting to find him dead the next morning. His 
expectations were not realized. That night poor 
A. experienced a miraculous change. His hope 
and confidence in redeeming love was annibilated 
His former opinions were shown to be devilish 
delusions. A transfer of feelings was the imme. 
diate consequence ; his mother and sister partook 
of his former feelings, and his agonies were nuy 
almost beyond endurance. The joyful news was 
quickly conveyed to the pious narrator, who 
hastened to his bedside. Have you, said he, x 
length discovered that you were wrong, in believ. 
ing Universal salvation ?—“ Yes, I know I was 
wrong in believing it.” Are you, then, convinced, 
that you richly deserve of God to be condemned 
to an elernal hell? —“ Yes, I certainly deserve to 
have my portion in it.” But do you think youare 
justly exposed to the wrath of God, and that dy. 
ing io this state, you must go to Hell ?—« 0 yes 
I deserve to go to hell.” In one moment he lost 
all hope of blessedness, on the ground of his having 
believed in Universal salvation. ©! he repeated- 
ly exclaimed, why did he not cast me down to 
Hell! His pious, sympathizing friend, now left 
him in a “hopeful state,” enduring the most in- 
describable agony, expecting to be in hell the next 
morning ! 

Gentle reader, you are now enabled to see the 
fruits of two different faiths, operating at different 
times, upon the same subject ; and in the sequel, 
you will observe that the application of the same 
remedy, which cured him of infidelity, grants him 
a spice of that peace, so miraculously destroyed 
by the introduction of unbelief in the sacrifice of 
Christ. The remarkable narrative states, that in 
the following day he began to have faith in Chris, 
as the all-suficient Saviour of sinners, and became 
more tranquil ; and as his strength increased, his 
views of the sufficiency of Christ, for the very 
chief of sinners, became more permanent, and 
consequently, he again was happy. If I was at- 
tached to the views of the author or publisher c! 
this monkish story, I should blush for their impet- 
tinence or credulity, and think myself bound to 
deny, or authenticate the tale disclosed. Who 
would not rather be the re@ipient of the first state, 





than the second ?—what benefit can result to s0c!- 
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vy from the publication of such libels upon Chris- 
sigaity ? What ! sballa man be condemned to ev 
rasting burnings, for believing his Maker has 
oovided @ means whereby all men shal! be saved ? 
is the substitution of the word some so important 
ap article of faith, that an eternal hell waits upon 
the contingency ? : 
| hold few opinions in common with the Uni- 
versalists. 1, of course, have no desire to spread 
tieir doctrines, which, 1 confess, are to me incon- 
sistent and unsatisfactory. Yet, when I see such 
despicable means used, to bring them and their 
doctrine into disgrace, I cannot but feel indig- 
rant! The imputation of opinions to our antag- 
onists, which they do not hold, is a cruel and un- 
nanly fraud, which every virtuous man must bold 
in detestation! I suspect the pious narrator was 
the person, who dressed up the story of Bob, the 
Sailor Boy, the reading of which so much affected 
come sailors in alate prayer-meeting. If his in- 
vention fails, l would recommend him to peruse 
the ancient Catholic legends. He will perceive 
that they understood the art of getting up a sacred 
romance better than he does. They always in- 
troduced the Devil as the fittest instrument to ef- 
fect marvellous conversions. Wherever he ap- 
peared, in proper person, a revival was sure to fol- 
low. This was using him to some purpose ; like 
skilful generals, they turned the enemies’ arms 
against themselves. They always made him exert 
his power in a way calculated to frighten his in- 
tended victims into the arms of the church. 
if this romancing, fraudulent spirit, continues to 
meet with the encouragement it has lately receiv- 
ed, we may expect to be inundated with marvellous 
conversions—miraculous convictions—and wond- 
erful narratives of, how Satan appeared in some 
naughty Universal Church, and converted the 
whole congregation, by adisplay of his cloven foot. 
if you think these remarks will have any ten- 
dency to avert the evil, please to give them a 
place in your paper. MENTOR. 


—.— 


REVIEW of the Curistian’s Vane-Mecum, by 


Hoorer Comminc, A. M. 
(Continued from p. 198.) 


The Rev. gentleman in discoursing upon the doe- 
tine of “Ortcinazt Siy,” proceeded with rather evident. For if endless misery was the penalty , 


more caution than he exercised in discussing the 
doctrine of the “‘ Trinity of Persons,” and “ Total 
depravity.” He; however, remarks, after consid- 
ering the consequences of the fall of Adam to his 
posterity, in this world, “ And ae@cording to the 


sirictest principles of analogy, we are compelled | 


to believe that such was the nature of the covsti- 
tulion established by the Creator with our first pa- 
reats, as to affect their descendants in precisely 
‘be same manner with gelation to a fuivre world.” 
Again. “ Death was the penaliy annexed to the 
«w which was originally given as the test of man’s 
obedience—death, temporal, spirituel, and eternal,” 
p68. Again, “If we deny the doctrine of ori. 
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ginal sin, on what principle can we defend the 
institution of those means which have been ap- 
pointed by God for the salvation of our children ? 
Are we advocates of the divine right of infant bap- 
tism ?” p. 67. We request the attention of the 
reader to one important fact. Calvin's disciples 
are continually accusing Universalists with be- 
lieving and preaching the Devil's doctrine—* Ye 
| shall nol surely die!” Mr. C. has decided that ali 
men, infants as well as adults, sinned! He has 
| likewise decided, that the death threatened as the 
penalty of this sin, was ‘“‘death—iemporal, spirilu- 
al, and BrERNAL,” (endless.) Who now preaches 
the Deril’s doctrine? Did infants, and all the pos- 
terity of Adam, die “ temporally, spirifually, and 
elernally,” (endlessly) in the day they eat of the for- 
bidden tree ? Let Mr. C. answer! And remember, 
that if he anwers in the negative, ne preaches the 
Devil's doctrine, and says, “ Ye shall not surety 
die!” Itisa great pity these Rev. Doctors and 
M. A.’s, with ali their profundity of wisdom, did 
not know a lite more, and learn, that premisses 
will have conclusions! How will his analogical 
reasoning suit his principles now? Let him produce 
the “‘ constitution,” he speaks of! Let him produce 
so much as one syllabie from the Scriptures, which 
declares the baptism of infants is a means of their 
salvation! To those who are in the practice of 
bowing submissively to this man's profound wis- 
dom, we say, “ How long, ye simple ones, will ye 
love simplicity 7” 

Mr. C. in a chapter, under the head, “ The Na- 
ture and Necessity of the Alonement of Christ,” has 
given a number of definitions, and, as usual, avoid- 
ing the truth, sat himself down, apparently con- 
tented v.ith error. Previous to remarking on this 
chapter, an inquiry into the penalty threatened by 
God, and actually incurred by man, in his trans- 
gression, may not be improper. Let that penalty 
have been what it would, Universalists believe it 
was incurred and ENDURED! Even Mr. C. ad- 
mits that all (in this case he will not say some-of 
all, nor a part, but act) actually sinned! There- 
fore, whatever was threatened was inflicted. If 
this is not admitted, then it must inevitably be 
conceded that the devil told the truth, when he 
said, “Ye shall not surely die.” That e/ernal 
death, or endless misery, was not the penalty, is 








none could be saved. All men, being sinners, 
must have suffered from the fall to this hour, and 
will continue to suffer without end. If it is ob- 
| jected, the Atonement of Christ is accepted as an 
equivalent, in the room and stead of the guiity— 
of man’s suffering the penalty denounced ;—then, 
we say, the Deril told the truth! Nay, he might 
have added, after saying “Ye shall not surely die,’ 
Christ shall die in your room! Therefore, Eat the 
fruit—-Sin—and—Live—God will not keep his 
word—sooner than inflict the threatened ven- 
geance, be will spare you, guilty as you will then 
be, and inflict the punishment you will justly de- 
ws 77 n't?! 


serve, upon the head of t it So 
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Again. We ask, What reason can be assigned 
for God's denouncing so tremendous a penalty, as 
endless misery would be, for disobeying him? Has 
this question ever been answered’ except by the 
reply, “God is a Sovereign ?—He is Almighty— 

* and has a right to do ashe pleases?’ No! Nor 
never will be! We ask any man to portray, with 
all the powers of his imagination, the worst—the 
most cruel—malicious—and revengeful—being he 
possibly can, and he can only describe a being 
almighty in power, destitute of mercy and justice, 
and one who will, for any, and every offence, 
torment the offender without mercy, and without 
end. A worse, or more hateful and detestable ty- 
rant cannot be conceived, than hypocrites and 
fanatics have described that Being to be, whose 
Name and Nature is LOVE! That Being, who 
declared, that a woman may forget her sucking 
child, and not have compassion on the son of her 
womb, yet will I not forget thee. Isa. xlix. “ For 
I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and 
their sins and their iniquities will | remember no 
more.” Heb. viii. 12. We assert, and we assert 
it fearlessly too, that the penalty incurred by man- 
kind in the fall of Adam, was, and is inflicted, to 
the full extent, the same as though Christ had 
never died! Christ came to “ save his people 
from their sins.” Not from the punishment justly 
due them for theirsins. God never denounced a 
punishment so great, as afterwards to relent, alter 
his mind, and receive to heaven, those, whom he 
had denounced as the recipients of endless wo. 
The reader, by consulting Gen. iii. will find that 
temporal punishment, only, was denounced upon 
our first parents for their transgression. Mr. C.’s 
“analogy,” we think, will answer him a poor pur- 
pose. We advise Mr. C. to read his Bible more, 
and Calvin's Institutes Jess! and to remember, 
when he fabricates premisses, that, in spite of him, 
they will have conclusions ! 

It does not appear from Scripture or reason, that | 
any atonement was necessary to reconcile Ged to 
man ; for God is always favourably disposed to 
man. It is declared, “ God so loved the world, (not | 
the few elect) that be gave his only begotten Son.” | 
Jobn iii. 16. A greater absurdity cannot be con-| 
ceived, than to suppose Christ's mission was (o re-| 
concile God. “ God loved the world” before Christ | 
came. “But God commendeth his love toward us, | 
in that while we were yet sinners Christ died for! 
us. For if while tee were enemies, we were re- 
conciled fo God,” &e. Rom.y. Not God recon- 
ciled to us! 

Mr. C. introduces his chapter on Atonement, &c. 
with the following admirable and excellent re- 
marks ; than which, nothing can be more rational 
or true. “On this subject, it is of vita! import- 
ance that we form correct ideas. As the atone- 
ment distinguishes the Christian religion from all 
other systems, and confers on it its chicf superior- 
ity, so all the truths of revelation will be msierial- 








explained. An error here will he followed wis 
incalculable evil; for it will disseminate j:, ay 
ful influence through all the doctrines of the omy 
To this we heartily say Amen. ; 

Mr. C. continues, in p. 70. “ By atonement, ', 
ken in a large sense, we are to understand, suet, 
an obedience as shall fulfil the Precept, and sci 
suffering as shall exhaust the penalty of the diving 
law; and thus, by satisfying the claims of Justice 
remove every obstruction to the exercise of mer 
cy.” We ask, What “obstruction” existed « to the 
exercise of mercy?” The Scripture acknowled, 
es none but sin! “It is your sins that have Sepa- 
rated between you and your God.” What is « tip 
penalty of the Divine law ?” Is it endless misery» 
If so, how much suffering will exhaust an endics 
(infinile) penalty ? Can it be exhausted? No: }; 
is folly, to talk of exhausting infinity!!! Tp. 
question occurs—If Christ obeyed, to the fulfilling 
the precept—suffered to the ulmost of the penaity 
of the Divine law; and “thus, by satisfying the 
claims of justice, removed every obsiruction to the 
exercise of mercy,” we ask, What in or out o/ 
creation can prevent the exercise of mercy? No. 
thing! Sin is the obstruction ; and that is remoy. 
ed. This is agreeably to the prophet, Dan. ix 
“To finish the transgression and to make an end 
of sins, and to make reconciliation for iniquity 

Mf. C. in p. 70. again strays in the maze of absur 
dity. He says, “The word alonement, as it occurs 
in Scripture, signifies either an expiation for an 
offence, or, the means by which the expiation is mad. 
without including the idea of any thing done to 
procure positive blessings.’’ According to this, the 
atonement of Christ is, at best, but a negative 
good. How does this agree with the following— 
which Paul tells the Ephesians, that they have 
“ redemption through his blood?” Is not redemp 
tion a “ positive blessing yp. 73. “ It follows, then 
that using the word in its mOst sirict sense, the atone 
ment of our Saviour, consisted in the expiation 
which be made for sin, in order that all who be 
lieve in him might be delivered from wrath, and 
notin what he did to procure them admittance into 
heaven.” We presume to prove this. Mr. C. in 
p- 86. quotes the following—*“ Being gow justijied 
by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath through 
hin.” Again, p. 87. “ Thou art worthy to take the 
book, and to open the seals thereof: for thou 
wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy 
blood,” &c. 

In p. 75, Mr. C. says, “ Being infinitely digni 
fied, and infinitely dear to his Father, it was not 
necessary that the Son of God, in making an ade- 
quate atonement, should endure as much misery 
as would have beea endured throughout eterna! 
ages by the elect. This indeed was impossible 
In p. 83, “If the authority of God's holy law can 
Le supported by inflicting a slighter punishmect 
than that which it threatens as the inevitable con- 
sequence of disobedience, then it follows, that tue 


by affected by the manner in which this doctrine is’ penelty of which it speaks, is foo rigorous, and con 
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tly unjust, cruel, and oppressive.” Again, 

a4, “ A less degree or duration of suffering than 
ae threatened by the law, may, when endu- 
red by the Son of God, be equivalent to the male- 
diction of the law, on account of the infinite dig- 
of bis person. But when the sinner himself 

is to be punished, he must exhaust the penalty of 
the law, or its authority is cancelled.” Again, p. 
ne. “Now, this law, denouncing death eternal 
‘endless) on every transgression, has been violat- 
a.” It should seem by this, that the sinner who 
should commit an hundred sins, to “ exhaust the 
penalty of the law by his sufferings, must endure 
the punishment for an bundred for evers, or eter- 
nities!!! Again, p. 76, “ The sufferings of our 
Saviour were designed to answer the same end as 
the panishment of sinners would have done in 
supporting the penalty of the law,” &c. Again. p. 
75. “The atonement which he offered proved, as 
forcibly as the endless perdition of sinners could 
have done, that Jehovah is determined to support 
hislaw.” Reader, where can be the utility of pun- 
ishing sinners for ever, if Mr. C. has told the truth? 
The design of God is answered '—Jehovah has 
supported his law ! What a tissue of contradictions 
and absurdities, does this book contain ? Is it pos- 
sible that Mr. C. is so miserably ignorant, as not 
to know thatthe Scriptures nowhere declare that 
the penalty of violating God's law, is eternal death, 
or endless misery? It is more charitable to con- 
clude Mr. C. in rank ignorance, than criminality ! 
We advise Mr. C. to read, attentively, the whole 
of Deut. xxviii. 

We seriously ask Mr. C. for the proof ot his as- 
sertion, that ‘“* When God created men, He neces- 
sarily made them the subjects of a /aw, to the vio- 
lation of which, He annexed the penalty of etxzr- 
vat death?” This isa subject of great importance. 
We hope Mr. C.’s admirers will look to him for 
better evidence than his own ipse dixit. We ask 
the believers in this man’s vagaries, what benefit 
they expect to receive from errors, unsupported by 
Scripture, reason, or common sense? And whether 
they conduct like rational beings, pertinaciously | 
to persist im advocating for Scripture, sentiments | 
and declarations, which cannot be found, either | 
in the Old or New Testament? Would Mr. C. 
reason so absurdly, if his money, instead of his| 
soul was in question? We think not! 

Considering this subject too important to be 
passed over slightly, we shall go to the Scriptures | 
‘or information, and would to Heaven they ob-| 
tained equal credit, with the whims and absurdi- 
ties of Calvin and his adberents. 

First, The Scriptures nowhere say so much as 
one word of Christ’s dying, or making atonement, 
to satisfy Divine justice, or reconcile God to man, 
or of his “ exhausting the penalty of the law,” &c. 
The reader must consult Calvin, or Hopkins, or 
Cumming's Vade-Mecum, or the vagaries of some 
other unbelievers, to learn this absurd hypothesis ! 

Secondly, The Scriptures do not teach, thet the 
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penalty of God's law is eternal death! To prove 
this, you must have recourse to the authorities 
above mentioned ! 

The word atonement occurs but once in the New 
Testament. See Rom. vy. 11. “ And not only, but 
we also joy in God, through our Lord Jesus Christ,* 
by whom we have now received the alonement.” 
The word rendered atonement is xotadayny.™ 
Definition—Commutatio, a change, commutation. 
Reconciliatio, a re-obtaining, a precuring again, @ 
regaining. Vide Scnney., &e. See 10th ver. “ For 
if when we were enemies, we were reconciled to 
God by the death of his Son, much more, being 
reconciled, we shall be saved by his life.” The 
words rendered reconciled in this versé are the 
same, with variation of the case: As if Paul had 
said, “‘ For if when we were enemies, we were re- 
instated, or recovered to God,” &c. Mankind, from 
ignorance of God, were hostile, (inimicus) un- 
friendly to him. The definition of the word atone- 
ment being to make at one, the use of it in the 1th 
verse is justifiable. It is life to know God—it is 
death to be ignorant of his glorious character and 
purposes, and an enemy to him, from a miscon- 
struction of his designs toward us, which is the 
cause of our disliking and apprehending evil from, 
instead of confiding in and loving him. The law 
of God requires perfect obedience. Christ magni- 
fied the law—he made it honourable, by rendering 
perfect obedience to it. The penalty of this law 
is death. And “death hath passed upon al! men, 
for that all have sinned.” ‘Moreover, the law 
entered that the offence might abound: But where 
sin abounded, (where has sin abounded ? Has it not 
abounded in all ?) grace did much more abound ; 
(How much more? Ans.) That assin hath reigned 
unto death, even so might grace reign through righ- 
teousness unto eternal life, by Jesus Christ our 
Lord.” (verses 20,21.) If sin reigned unto eter- 
nal, or endless death, grace could never reign!!! 

REGENERATION is the resforing of man to a spi- 
ritual state of sinless perfection, in Christ, his 
Head. Man is the passive recipient of this glori- 
ous work, which was effected, when “ God was (in 
the past tense) in Christ, reconciling the world 
(kosmon, all men) to himself.” The nature and 
efficacy of this atonement, is declared and ex- 
plained, when it is added, “Not imputing their 
trespasses unto them ;” for the Scripture declares, 
« Blessed is the man, unto whom the Lord impu- 
teth not sin!” God magnified his law, and made 
it honourable. Not by dooming myriads of his 
offspring to interminable wretchedness; but by 
restoring them to a sinless state, in the person ot 
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* The reader is requested to remember, that the 
words in the original, translated reconciliation, &c. 
are the same as this word. Consequently, where- 
ever, in the New Testament, the words reconcilia- 
tion, reconcile, reconciled, &c. are used and ap- 
plied to God, in Christ, as the actor, what is un- 
derstood by the afonement, in this passage, is a'- 
wavs alluded to, and spoken of. 
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His Son, and giving them a spiritual life in him, 
that they may rise triumplrant from death and the 
grave, and immortal, and incorruptible, serve and 
love him, their Father, Redeemer, and Sancti- 
fier, with the whole heart! In view of this glori- 
ous consummation, an inspired prophet exclaim- 
ed, “The law of the Lord is perfect, converting 
the soul—the testimonies of the Lord are sure, 
making wise the simple !” 

The requirements of God's law, are an incon- 
testable evidence of the truth of the “ restitution 
of all things.” “ Thou shalt (imperatively) love 
the Lord thy God, with all thy heart, mind, soul, 
and strength, and thy neighbour as thyself.” Christ, 
the “Head of every man,” did this. “ It was his 
meat and drink to do the will of his Father ;” and 
he evidenced his love to his neighbours, by loving 
even unto death, and yielding his life, to recon- 
cile them unto God!!! 

In the dispensation of the fulness of times, 
“ All the ends of the world shall remember and 
turn unto the Lord, and all the kindreds of the 
nations shall worship before him;” the law of God 
will be magnified and made honourable, in the 
presence, and to the happiness and joy, of con- 
gregated worlds! 

Contrasted with this unspeakably glorious con- 
summation of the purposes of God, our Heavenly 
Father, are the impious vagaries of unbelievers. 
Of those who declare, that myriads of God's cre- 
ation, instead of loving him with all their heart, 
mind, soul, and strength, and their neighbours as 
themselves, will spend an eternity in hating their 
Father and Redeemer, violating and disgracing 
his law, and enemiesto each other. That his law 
will never conrert the soul, nor his testimonies 
make wise the simple! 

“Oclap your hands, all ye people ; shout unto 
the Lord with the voice of triumph ! For the Lord 
Most High is terrible; He is a great King over all 
the earth!” Ps. xlvii. 

(To be continued.) 
—_—— 
MINUTES 
Of the Proceedings of the General Convention 
of Usiversatists, For the year 1821. 

The Ministers and Delegates composing the 
General Convention of Universalists, convened 
according to adjournment of last year, at the 
house Br. vid Pickering, in the city 
of Hudson (N. Y.) on Tuesday evening, Sept. 
i8th, 1821. And opened the council, by uni- 


ting in solemn and devout prayer to the Father 
ef all mercies with Br. David Ballou. 


The Convention was then organized as follows : 

1. Chose Brother SOLOMON GLOVER, Mod- 
erator. 

2, Chose Brother RICHARD CARRIQUE, and 
Brother STEPHEN R. SMITH, Clerks. 

Ministering Brethren Present 

Solomon Glover, Newton, Con 

David Ballou, Rowe, Mass. 

Hosea Ballou, Boston. 

Hosea Bullou, 2d, Roabary 





Joshua Flagg, Scituate. 

Abner Kneeland, Philadelphia 

Seth Jones, Lancaster, N. Y. 
Nathaniel Stacy, F’» nilton, N. ¥ 
Shephen R. Smith, New-Hartford. 

Pitt Morse, Henderson. 

Oliver Ackley, Hamilton. 

David Pickering, Hudson. 

Jacob Wood, Shirley, Mass. 

Isaac Whitnall, Camillus and Elbridge. 
Charles Hudson, Preston, Con. 
Zephaniah S. Crossman, Shelburn Mas: 
Richard Carrique, Attleboro, Mss. 
George B. Lisher, Otsego, N. Y. 
Aaron Kinsman, Williamstown, Vt. 
Josiah Dikeman, Danbury, Con. 
Arthur Field, New Berlin. 


Ministering Brethren not Present, 

Elias Smith, Boston, Mass. 
Paul Dean, . 
Edward Turner, do. 
Thomas Whittemore, New Milford, Mass. 
John Bisbee, Brookfield, Mass. 
Sebastian Streeter, Portsmouth, N.H. 
Russel Streeter, Portland, Me. 
Jona. Wallace, Richmond, Vt. 
Hollis Samson, Batavia, N. Y. 
Thomas Gross, Williams-Ville. 
John S. Flagler, Scipio. 
Luscomb Knapp, Victor. 
Calvin Morton, " 
Cornelius G. Parson, Ellisburg, 
William Underwood, Litchfield. 
Stephen Miles, Augusta. 
James Foster, Lee. 
Archelaus Green, Locke. 
Salmon D. Adams, Lisle. 
Job Potter, Hamilton. 
Samuel A. Skeele, Greer. 
Andrew eg Pompey. 
Stephen Cook, Hadley. 
Edwin Ferris, Unadilla. 
Samuel C. Loveland, Reading, Vi. 
Nathan B. Joh , Shoreh 
Samuel Hilliard, Shrewsbury. 
Lewis Pitt, Danby, N. ¥. 
Zephaniah Laithe, Le 
Rober L. Killam, M 

evi Briggs, Orange. 
Robert ‘Bartlett, a N. H. 
Barzillai Streeter, Salem, Mass. 
Joseph Butterfield, Fryburg, Me. 
Fayette Mace, Strong. 
Kitteridge Haven, Vt. 
John E. Palmer, Barre. 
John Brooks, New-Fane. 
Asa Barton, Me. 
Thomas Jones, Gloucester. 
Ezra Leonard, do. 
Ebenezer Lester, Killiogworth, Con. 
Asa Rust. 
Caleb Rich, Vt. 
James Babbit, Mass. 
William Farewell, Vt. 
William H. Drew, Me. 
Sylvanus Cobb, Winthrop. 
Daniel Young. 
W. A. Drew, Farmington. 
William Frost, Lisbon. 
Timothy Bigelow, Ohio 
Loring Bigelow, do. 
Asa Priest. 
Michael Dwyer. 
Amos Crandel, Lisle, N. ¥ 
Lewis Beers, Danby. 
Roya! Gage, St. Johnsbury, ¥«. 
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gh, Mass. 





THE GOSPEL HERALD. 


CIRCULAR LETTER. 

To the several Churches and Societies, rejoicing 
ia the freedom of Gospel truth, and firmly uni- 
ted in the belief of all the gracious promises of 
God, looking with joyous'and confident expect- 
ation forthe arrival of that glorious period, when 
the testimony of all God's holy prophets shall 
be realized in the restitution of all things : 

To the faithful servants of God, whose feet are 
beautiful upon the mountains, preaching peace 
by Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all : 

fo all the lovers of the Lamb, with whom this 
epistle may find acceptance : 

The General Convention of Universalists, tender 
christian affection and fellowship ; wishing them 
the riches of divine mercy and grace from our 
Lord Jesus Christ to replenish their hearts with 
that peace which passeth understanding. 

DEARLY BELOV2D BRETHRES, it is with emo- 
tions of heartfelt gratitude and joy, that we re- 
mind you of the gracious condescension of the 
Master of Assemblies in blessing us with another 
anniversary, grateful indeed to our feelings, and 
as we humbly trust, highly auspicious to the cause 
of truth. We have been permitted to meetin the 
fellowship of the Spirit. The unmingled sweets 
of harmony and friendship were reciprocated by 
all the members of our council, and afforded ex- 
perimental evidence that the faithful discharge of 
duty is an inlet to pure enjoyment, where breth- 
ren dwell together in unity. 

In the Sanctuary of the Lord, multitudes were 
assembled, where the divine Presence was sensi- 
bly enjoyed, and the place rendered none other 
than the house of God, and the gate of heaven. 
There the listening hundreds inhaled the spirit of 
devotion, and the salutary effect of the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ, ably delineated by his faithful mes- 
sengers, was visible in the tears of joy that glist- 
ened in every eye. 

We were led to contemplate, with sincere grat- 
itude and pleasure, the amplitude of that divine 

-promise, which animated the hope, and kindled 
the pious ardour of the ancient Patriarchs, by as- 
suring them that in the expected Sauron, all na- 
ions and kindreds of the earth should be blessed. 

An effectual door being thus opened, we were 
invited to range, through the fields of gospel grace, 
and to realize that our salvation and high calling 
of God in Christ Jesus, was not according to our 
works, but according to the immutable purpose 
and grace of God, which was freely given in Christ 
before the world began. The listening multitude, 
with calm serenity of spirit, were excited to the 
most profitable of all reflections, the unbounded 

benevolence of our Father in heaven, who com- 
mended the riches of his love and grace in the gift 
of his Son, that we might thereby be induced to 
love one another. 

In pleasing contemplation upon the harmony of 

the Divine perfections, we were constrained to ex- 
claim, Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory, 
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and honour, and power: for thou hast created all 
things, and for thy pleasure they are and were cre- 
ated. We beheld with unspeakable delight, the 
Zion of our God, the heavenly Jerusalem, descend- 
ing to bless mankind with her delicious dainties, 
and to satisfy her poor with the bread of eternal 
life; and were incited to welcome her every Priest, 
clad with the shining garments of salvation, bear- 
ing the message of unbounded grace, and causing 
her saints to shout aloud for joy. And lest we 
should be unmindful of the medium through which 
all these inestimable blessings flow, we were 
pointed tothe blood of the everlasting Covenant,as 
the means of our reconciliation to God, and the 
effectual seal of our salvation. 

We may truly say, that this has been a time of 
refreshing from the presence of the Lord. For 
we have beheld the stately goings forth of the God 
of Israel from Sinai’s majestic height, and the gra 
cious footsteps of Immanuel from the peaceful 
gate of Zion. 

Dear Brethren, while we remind you of the 
manner in which the Master of Assemblies hat! 
owned and blessed our labours in the gospel vine- 
yard, you cannot be unmindful of the duties whick 
devolve upon you; to walk as saints professing 
godliness—To follow the great Redeemer in hu- 
mility, and love—and to hold up the hands of his 
ministering servants bye cheerful attendance upon 
his word and ordinances, and to enable them to 
be disengaged from the cares of this world, to be 
wholly devoted to the work of the ministry, that 
their profiting may appear unto all men. 

Brethren, commissioned by the Chief Shepherd 
and Bishop of souls, to feed the sheep, and nourish 
the lambs of his fold, which he hath purchased 
with his own blood. To you it is given to wateh 
over, and lead the flock in paths of righteousness 
and peace, and administer to them the bread of 
life. To you their eyes are directed for an ex- 
ample of perseverance, faith, patience, and chari- 
ty—and it is confidently believed, that the vast 
importaace of that gospel, which it is your delight- 
ful task to proclaim, will at all times admonish you 
to walk blameless before the world. 

Keep always before you the luminous example 
of Christ, and, like him, let your light so shine be- 
fore men, that they may see your good works, and 
glorify God in the day of visitation. For your 
encouragement to persevere in evangelical faith- 
fulness, you are invited to compare the present 
with the past—and reflect, that forty years since, 
a solitary individual,“ whose memory we revere, 
and whose loss we deplore, began to scatter the 
hopeful seeds of truth and universal grace, along 
the shores of the Atlantic. Although he sowed in 
tears, amidst the storms of persecution, yet he was 
preserved by Heaven to witness a joyful harvest, 
as the fruit of his labours; and like Simeon of 
old, was blessed with a peaceful departure, bis 








* Rev. John Murray. 
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eyes having seen the salvation of God. But we 
now behold the wilderness blossoming as the rose 
—From the shores of the Atlantic, to the margin 
of the Lakes, Ontario and Erie, the doctrines of 
universal and impartial grace, is spreading with a 
rapidity which is truly astonishing—and from the 
banks of the Delaware, to the flowing current of 
the Penobscot, as well as along the extended 
plains of the Ohio, thousands are rejoicing in the 
confidence ef God, as the Saviour of all men. 

The doctrine of unmerciful suffering is losing its 
influence among the sober and reflecting of the com- 
munity, and multitudes are rejoicing in the har- 
mony of the Divine attributes. So numerous are 
the societies, west of the Hudson river, that it is 
clearly ascertained that the present session of the 
Convention has been held in the most central and 
convenient place for a general representation. In 
view of these truly encouraging prospects, you 
will feel under renewed obligations to increase 
rour diligence in extending the knowledge of sal- 
vation to those who are still in darkness, and are 
bound down under superstition and prejudice, 
with the cords of worse than iron bondage. 

In the faithful discharge of your public duties, 
you will doubtiess be assailed by the toul breath of 
slander. For even the great Apostle and High 
Priest of our profession suffered such indignities 





in the days of his flesh: and if they have done) 
these things in the green tree, what shall they do! 
in the dry ? Equip yourselves then, brethren, with | 
the whole armour of righteousness, that you may| 
be able to maintain and defend the truth, throug 
evil, as well as through good report. Were it con- 
sistent with your high calling in the ministry of re- 
conciliation te pamper the pride of designing men, 
or to give encouragement to a system of malig- 
nant partiality ; you = indeed enjoy the mo- 
gratification of being caressed and ap- 
by such as love the praise of men more 


rer | 
plaude 
than the praise of God: but such a repast for the 


mind, would be like the dreams of an h man, 
who imagines himself as feasting upon the rich 
dainties of a luxuriant board, and behold, he i. 
waked from his slumbers, and his soul is famishing 
for want of bread! 

Your true interest is therefore inseparably con- 
joined with faithfulness in the administration of 
the Gospel, wherever the wisdom of Divine Pro- 
vidence may direct you in the duties of your call- 
ing. Let it be your invariable purpose then, to 
maintain that true dignity, which, in the character 
of the Saviour, was coupled with unalloyed hu- 
mility, and which shed an unfading lustre around 
all the actions of his life. Bear in constant remem- 
brance your dependence upon him who hath cast 
your lot in the vineyard of Christ; and let this 
consideration remind you of the importance of 
secret, and frequent intercourse with that exalted 
Being, who seeth in secret, and who will bless you 
with am open reward. 

Finally, brethren, be ministers of Christ, in word 
and in deed ; let the patience of the glorious Re- 
deemer shine in your example ; be zealous in the 
defence of the gospel; diligent in seeking out the 
hidden treasures of revelation ; watchful for an 


reneely to promote the prosperity of Zion,|* 
an ben : 


faithful in the cause of universal benevolence, 
till the Captain of salvation shall call you from 
the fields of labour in time, to mingle with the 
church triamphant in Heaven. 

We esteem it our privilege to address a few re- 
marks to all whe love our Lord Jesus Christ, with- 
out regard to sectarian names. To us there is but 
one God, who is the Father of all ; and one Lord 





Jesus Christ, who bath once a to put away 
sin by the sacrifice of himself, and to lead the 


wandering and benighted children of 
ly Father to the Zion of rest, the habit 
interrupted enjoyment. To share h 
smiles, to taste the riches of his grace, to enioe 
the mild and peaceful influence of his t Wy 
- . 8 truth, and 
to feel the expanding power of his love, has bee 
your exalted privilege, and remains to be the the : 
of your gratitude and joy. = 
hile ¢~ reflect = the inestimable bles: 
ings which flow through a confidence in the good. 
ness and mercy of God, can you hesitate for on» 
moment upon the propriety and importance of 
recommending the same unfathomable ocean of 
love to the confidence of all that intelligent fay 
ily, of which you constitute a part? Is it possible 
that you can indulge a timorous reluctance, from 
the apprehension that it would loosen the bands 
of moral obligation, and endanger the peace of 
society? Has a confidence in the friendship of 
Heaven produced a relaxation of your desires (, 
promote the honour of God, or the welfare of ji< 
creatures? If not, such a decision is evidently in. 
compatible with the lessons of your own experi- 
ence: nor is this all; it is equally incongruoys 
with the plain testimony of inspiration—« we 
love him, because he first loved us.” 

If it were dangerous to recommend the love of 
God to sinners, why did he send his Son into the 
world to testify his benevolence ? Why did God 
reveal his plan of salvation by grace ? Why did 
he assert his design to reconcile all things unto 
himself ? And why did the angel proclaim « glad 
tidings of —_ joy to all people” at the birth of 
Christ? A little calm reflection must afford evi. 
dence to you, that the only way to induce sin- 
ners to forsake the path of iniquity, is to convince 
them of the goodness of God, which leadeth to 
repentance. This truth being established upon 
the most rational and conclusive evidence, we 
entertain the hope that you will continue to pro- 


our heaven. 
lation of up. 
is benignant 


rmote its dissemination, for the honour of God, 


and for the reformation and happiness of his ra- 
tional offspring. 

Afier entreating the wicked to forsake his way, 
and the unrighteous man his thoughts, and to turn 
unto the Lord who will have mercy—and earnest- 
ly recommending to the rising generation the 
practice of faith and every virtue : 

We affectionately commend the several classes 
addressed, with all the family of man, to the mer- 
cy and grace of God, invoking on them the end. 
less blessing of Him who died, and rose, and reigns 
in cloudless Glory. 

By order of the Convention. 
DAVID PICKERING. 
ES 


SIX MONTHS 
Having expired, since the commencement of the 
Second Volume of the Gosret Heratp, those of 
our Subscribers who preferred paying half yearly 
are informed, that the receipt of their subscrip- 
tions would be very convenient. 
LE 


Communications. 
are received at No 454 Pea:!- 


y their 
‘ for this Paper 
Street. The First Volume of the G. H. bound or otherwise, may 


be obtained at the same place. 
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